
Caring for your newly gelded horse 

 

Now that your horse is gelded, the hard work really begins!  Your work over the next few 

weeks will help your gelding to heal properly!!!   

 

Proper post operative care: 

 

1. Your new gelding should be bedded on STRAW or HAY until the castration 

site has healed.  Shavings tend to sneak in to the castration site and can lead to 

infection.  If your new gelding is bedded on straw, make sure to keep plenty 

of hay available so that he doesn’t eat the straw and get a belly ache.   

2. Your new gelding’s castration site will need to be cold hosed daily.  We 

usually recommend at least ten minutes of cold hosing daily.  More is better.  

The hosing helps keep the area clean, helps keep the site open and draining, 

and helps to keep the post surgical inflammation down.   

3. MOVEMENT!! Your gelding needs to move for at least fifteen minutes a day 

(again more is better).  If he lunges, lunge him.  If you have a round pen, 

round pen work is appropriate.  If he is not broke to work, turn out is alright, 

but you may need to chase him to encourage him to move.   

 

Things to watch for: 

1. Anything hanging from the incision is abnormal.  Please call Big Creek 

immediately! 

2. Dripping blood is normal.  Streaming blood is abnormal.  If you are unable to 

see a space between drops of blood, please call Big Creek. 

3. Swelling is normal and helpful.  It is not abnormal to see the castration site to 

be swollen and then a few days later to see the prepuce (sheath) to be swollen. 

4. Fever or being off feed is abnormal.  If your new gelding is running a fever 

(greater than 101.5 F) or not eating, please call Big Creek.  

 

Things not to do: 

1. Do not give anti-inflammatory medication such as bute or banamine with out 

talking to one of the doctors at Big Creek. 

2. Do not stick your fingers or anything else into the castration site.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Big Creek Veterinary Hospital!!  

Someone is always available at 440.639.8585.   

 

 

 

 


